Minnesota State Non-motorized Transportation Advisory Committee

February 11, 2010

3:00pm-6:00pm
Meeting Minutes

Members present

Nick Mason, Susan Koschak, Paul Frenz, Randy Perkins, Kelly Wosika, Tom Engstrom, Dave Ohman, Jenny Smith, Danny McCullough, Dan Breva, Steve Sanders, Irene Weis, Mohammad Khan, Anna Kerr, Fay Cleaveland, James Andrew, Lisa Austin, Gordy Pehrson, Gayle Junnila, Grant Scholen, Bernie Steele, Mark Kinde, Tim Mitchell, Liz Walton, Greta Alquist, Michelle Musser
Members away
Mark Weber, Jeannette Sample, Benita Warns, Bill Morrissey
Others present

Joan Pasiuk, Dorian Grilley, Amber Dallman, Commissioner Sorel, Ethan Fawley, Jean Meyer, Linda Engstrom
Everyone present introduced themselves.

Commissioner Sorel spoke about transportation initiatives for the State of Minnesota.

· Mn/DOT is more than just a highway and bridge department. State Non-motorized Transportation Advisory Committee has been in place for some time and is now becoming even more important. Non-motorized transportation is a big part of 20-year policy plans – it is a multimodal future. 
· Mn/DOT has and will do more with Context Sensitive Solutions design planning. Similar to Complete Streets. Will try to roll this into every aspect from concept to completion 

· ADA – we are committed to this and moving it forward. Have made a lot of progress in the last year. 

· Stewardship Council – will hold up 12 flagship initiatives

· Sustainability is one of them. We are a big part of this. 

· Rockefeller (foundation?) All DOTS are trying to figure out what sustainability this means Sustainability includes economic impacts, environmental, social. Non-motorized transportation contributes to sustainability. 

· Quality of Life

· Mn/DOT trying to put performance measures on this. What is and how do you measure Quality of Life. 

· Looking at communities that are doing interesting experiments and studies like the Blue Zones projects. 

Ethan Fawley spoke about Complete Streets

· The Complete Streets Coalition is supporting the current legislation on Complete streets. The idea is to foster implementation on a local level is to encourage flexibility with the Mn/DOT design standards. There would be no state mandate for local areas.

· The complete streets Coalition includes a wide range of interest which demonstrates the broad need for a Complete streets Policy: environment, health, disability, senio issues, community development, bicycle advocacy, industry.

· It was clarified that the State policy will only affect State roads, but many local areas have passed resolutions to officially support policy.
New Department of Public Safety Representative

Gordy Pehrson was introduced as the new Department of Public Safety representative. Gordy is from Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety. Experience includes driver license exam divison, Office of Traffic and federal grant management. He lives in Shakopee, has two college kids, and uses vanpool to commute to St. Paul.

District 6 Presentation

Jean Meyer of Mn/DOT District 6 presented on SMART. A slideshow of SMART trails of regional significance was shown. Legacy funding was discussed as an asset to the development o f the trails.
Minutes

Meeting minutes were approved. Dan Breva moved to accept the meeting minutes, Anna Kerr seconded. No discussion. Minutes approved.

New Logo

Logo was approved. The executive committee recommended the new logo to the group, and there were no objections. The executive committee also recommended use of the full name (State Non-motorized Transportation Advisory Committee) instead of the various abbreviations as much as possible – namely when referring to the committee in front of someone who does not sit on it.

Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator Update

Tim Mitchell updated the group on the Mississippi River Trail and the upcoming County Road Safety Planning efforts. The MRT has been funded. It is expected that the route will be mapped, signed, and test-ridden b the end of the calendar year. The County Road Safety Plans are being initiated in Districts 3 and 6 this year with the other district coming over the course of the next two years.  Tim emphasized the importance of participation from bicycling advocates and will continue to communicate as these efforts move forwards.
Minnesota Bicycle Alliance Update

Dorian Grilley of the Minnesota Bicycle Alliance updated the group on some announcements:

· Minnesota Bike Expo on April 23 & 24

· Statewide Bike Guide will be published with 60-100 pages of trail systems, routes, popular bike routes. It has been sponsored by Dairy Queen.

· Some legislative agenda items for the Bicycle Alliance include Complete Streets, Parks and Trails funding (namely the Cedar Avenue Bridge over the Minnesota River), Red light issue, and trail in Crow Wing

· Two positions are open at the Bicycle Alliance: and education program manager and administrative assistant.

Subcommittee Updates

Subcommittees updated the larger group.
· The Wayfinding and Mapping subcommittee is holding off on immediate action since the state map is in its conceptual stage still. The subcommittee was invited to attend a metro-wide meeting about wayfinding standards and Paul Frenz will attend as an SNTC representative. 
· The All Users subcommittee will be leading a walking audit at the April meeting. The group is also developing resource packets for district representatives to have on hand.

· The Safety and Education subcommittee is assisting in the evaluation of Share the Road. Danny reported on efforts to play a more active role in bicycle laws and t legitimize bicyclists through law enforcement participation. Partnerships with the Minnesota Chiefs Association are developing.

September Planning Meeting

Setting the September annual retreat date has been tabled until April.

Staff Updates

Staff reports included a number of items.

· Bike Walk Week will include a statewide logo (rather than the Metro-wide logo) and will be held in June rather than the national May dates because of weather.

· The Bicycle Tourism Summit is being planned by Grant, Gayle, and Greta. Sponsorship was still being sought and members were invited.

· Bike Expo was announced. Staff will be seeking volunteers to work at the Share the Road booth.

· The National Bike Summit in Washington D.C. is to be held March 9-11.

· Pro Walk Pro Bike will be held in Chattanooga this year.

· Michelle will be developing a message board and updating the website.

Round Robin

Other members shared updates.

· Paul Frenz announced Twin Cities Bicycling Club (TCBC) will be encouraging more beginner riders.

· Tom Engstrom announced that Mankato will be developing its first bicycle plan for the city. A long range goal is to be designated a Bike Friendly Community. Bicycle education classes will be taught this year in Mankato as well.

· Dave Ohman announced the Detroit Lakes lake jump to raise money for bike trails.

· Jenny Smith announced that the Minnesota Design Team accepted a grant proposal for the Cuyuna Range/Crosby downtown redesign. This will involve District 3 Mn/DOT coordination with Complete streets, ADA, and the Design Team on the 210 corridor.

· Danny McCullough announced further 9 mile Creek planning efforts and distributed resources on trail data/surveys on usage.

· Steve Sanders announced the University of Minnesota’s radio frequency program and bicycle center. They are working on incentives for bicycle commuting.

· Irene announced that BAM registration is open on February 15th.

· Gordy Pehrson provided a summary of crash data from DPS.

· Gayle Junnila solicited sponsorship for the Minnesota Bicycle Tourism Summit

· Dorian Grilley announced the Red Light bill and Highway 96 in White Bear Lake project progress with shoulder preservation.

· Nick Mason announced that Federal money is to be spent to redo streets in downtown Minneapolis (4th and 5th avenues and 6th and 7th streets) to add bicycle lanes and facilities. These infrastructure improvements downtown should help support NiceRide.

· Susan Koschak announced a Complete Streets workshop in Duluth, the formation of a bike/ped advisory committee and the Munger and Lake Walk trail connection development. She also encouraged anyone to provide feedback on the meeting to the executive committee.

Meeting was adjourned.
